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English Curriculum Map 2026-27 
Term  Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 
Autumn Term 1 Literature 

Story of Storytelling  
The Epic of Gilgamesh 
and The Odyssey. 
Study of the early 
origins of literature, 
basic structures, 
archetypes and note 
taking skills. 
 
Language  
Overview of basic 
structures for creative 
writing 

Literature 
Sherlock Holmes – 
transition to deeper 
literary study 
War Voices 
How contexts shape 
literature and how 
literature can be used 
for political purposes. 
 
Language  
Introducing new 
structures (circular 
narratives) and new 
genres (the gothic) 
  
 

Literature 
The Gothic 
Conventions of the 
gothic. How authors 
create deeper 
meanings. Subverting 
conventions.  
 
Language  
Introducing new 
genres – dystopian. 
 
 
 

Literature 
Power and Conflict 
Poetry Anthology 
The presentation of 
the core themes of 
power and conflict 
across a collection of 
15 poems. 
 
Language  
Overview of the 
essential skills 
required for English 
language. Language 
Paper 1. 

Literature 
Shakespeare 
The plot, characters, 
themes and language 
of Macbeth. 
 
Language  
Returning to 
Language Paper 1. 
 

Autumn Term 2 Literature 
Love Poetry 
The Knight’s Tale. 
Introduction to 
metaphor and literary 
techniques. 
 
Language  
The basic elements of 
imagery. 
 

Literature 
War Voices 
How contexts shape 
literature and how 
literature can be used 
for political purposes. 
 
Language  
Developing 
understanding of 
imagery – particular 
sensory description. 

Literature 
Tragic Heroes 
A View from the 
Bridge. Subverting 
expectations of genre 
and character.  
 
Language  
Combing literary 
devices. 
 
 

Literature 
Power and Conflict 
Poetry Anthology 
The presentation of 
the core themes of 
power and conflict 
across a collection of 
15 poems. 
 
Language  
Overview of the 
essential skills 

Literature 
Shakespeare 
The plot, characters, 
themes and language 
of Macbeth. 
 
Language  
Returning to 
Language Paper 2. 
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 required for English 
language. Language 
Paper 2. 
 

Spring Term 1 Literature 
Shakespeare’s 
Comedy 
Sonnets and A 
Midsummer Night’s 
Dream. 
Shakespearian 
conventions. 
Developing an 
understanding of plot 
devices. 
 
Language  
The building blocks of 
description at word 
level. 
 

Literature 
Shakespearean 
Tragedy 
Romeo and Juliet. 
Conventions of 
tragedy. Challenging 
character archetypes. 
 
Language  
Developing use of 
word classes to 
increase the detail of 
description. 
 
 

Literature 
Dystopian Short 
Stories 
The conventions and 
purpose of dystopia. 
The politics of 
literature. 
 
 
Language  
Structuring more 
ambitious narratives. 
  

Literature 
19th Century 
Literature 
The plot, characters, 
themes and language 
of Christmas Carol. 
 
Language  
Returning to 
Language Paper 1. 
 

 
Revision 
Revising content; 
exam question 
practice 

Spring Term 2 Literature 
Shakespeare’s 
Comedy 
Sonnets and A 
Midsummer Night’s 
Dream. 
Shakespearian 
conventions. 
Developing an 
understanding of plot 
devices. 
 

Literature 
Shakespearean 
Tragedy 
Romeo and Juliet. 
Conventions of 
tragedy. Challenging 
character archetypes. 
 
Language  
Using archetypal 
characters in writing. 
 

Literature 
Rhetoric 
Spoken language and 
persuasive speeches. 
Crafting words for 
purpose.   
 
Language  
Structuring more 
ambitious narratives. 
 

Literature 
19th Century 
Literature 
The plot, characters, 
themes and language 
of Christmas Carol. 
 
Language  
Returning to 
Language Paper 2. 
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Language  
The building blocks of 
description at word 
level. 
 

 
 

Summer Term 1 Literature 
The Victorian Novel 
Oliver Twist. Starting 
to understand 
characterisation and 
authorial intent. 
 
Language  
Applying imagery and 
descriptive skills. 
 

Literature 
Satire 
Animal Farm. 
Literature as political 
commentary. 
Creating satire. 
 
Language  
Crafting gothic 
narratives. 
 

Literature 
Rhetoric 
Spoken language and 
persuasive speeches. 
Crafting words for 
purpose.   
 
Language  
Structuring more 
ambitious narratives. 
 
 

Literature 
Modern Drama Texts 
The plot, characters, 
themes and language 
of Inspector Calls. 
 
Language  
Returning to 
Language Paper 1. 
 

Summer Term 2 Literature 
The Victorian Novel 
Oliver Twist. Starting 
to understand 
characterisation and 
authorial intent. 
 
Language  
Applying imagery and 
descriptive skills. 
 

Literature 
The Romantics 
Conventions of 
Romantic poetry. 
Protest in poetry. 
 
Language  
Crafting gothic 
narratives. 

Literature 
Returning to 
Dystopia 
Examining more 
complex messages in 
narratives. Applying 
knowledge of 
rhetorical elements.   
 
Language  
Writing a dystopian 
narrative. 
 

Literature 
Modern Drama Texts 
The plot, characters, 
themes and language 
of Inspector Calls. 
 
Language  
Returning to 
Language Paper 2. 
 

 


