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Religious Studies Curriculum Map 2026-27

Term Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11
Autumn Term 1 Creation and the Worldviews - Buddhism Christianity: Beliefs | Theme E: Religion,
Christian Religion Similarities and Introduction to and Teachings Crime and
Philosophy and Differences Buddhism Denominations Punishment
Theology — a Universe | Judaism - Characters | Concepts of refuge Nature of Good Crime
with a beginning and Concepts and dharma Holy trinity Good and Evil
Christian doctrine of Genesis and Life of the Buddha - Creation Crime and Evil
Creation Genealogy Siddhartha Gautama | Jesus and the: Aims of Punishment
Aristotle, Plato & God’s character and Beginnings of Incarnation, Suffering
other Greek thinkers Khesed Buddhism (History Crucifixion, Corporal Punishment
Book of Genesis and Philosophy) Resurrection and Prison
God’s character and Whatis a Buddha? Ascension Capital Punishment
relation to his people | Where does the The Afterlife and Forgiveness
Buddha’s journey Judgement
begin? Sin and Salvation
Autumn Term 2 Cosmology Characters and Buddhism Christianity: Islam: Beliefs and
Philosophy of Concepts Key Concepts and Practices Teachings
Religion Character of Abraham | Practice: Dharma Worship: Liturgical Oneness of God

Beliefs on Creation
and the Universe
Arguments —
beginning and
structure of the
Universe

Kalam Cosmological
Argument
Describing a
Philosophical
argument

Genealogy, Khesed
and
Covenant/Promise
The Binding of
Isaac/Sacrifice

Text Study — The Name
of God

Buddhism and the
problem of Suffering
Three Marks of
Existence

Life of a Monk
Female Monks
Buddha Relics
Buddha Images
John Strong’s
approach to free will

and Non-Liturgical
Prayer

Baptism

Holy Communion
Pilgrimage
Celebrating Festivals
Street Pastors and
Parish Nurses

The Church in the
Community
Mission and

Nature of God
Angels
Predestination
Life after Death
Prophethood and
Adam
Prophethood and
Ibrahim
Muhammad and the
Imamate

Holy Books
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Assessing
Philosophical
arguments - valid and
sound

Evangelism
Church Growth
Christian Persecution

Spring Term 1

Creation,
Christianity and
Logos

Pre-incarnate Jesus in
the Christian faith
The Logos in Greek
Philosophy

Christian beliefs on
Jesus & The Holy
Trinity

Genesis 1:1 and John
1:1

Israel in Exile: Faith
and God in the book
of Esther

Character of Esther in
the Hebrew Bible
God’s hidden
presence

Reversal and Plot in
Jewish writings
RabbiJonathan Sacks
—understanding
Esther, Purim & the
Holocaust

Places and leadership
of Israel through
History

Hinduism

Origins of 'Hinduism':

the Indus Valley
Hindu texts
Diversity in Hinduism
Different textual
streams of Hinduism

Theme A:
Relationships and
Families

Family

Sexual Relationships
Marriage
Contraception
Cohabitation and
Same-Sex Marriage
Separation and
Divorce
Remarriage
Gender & Equality

Islam: Practices
Five Pillars

Salah

Sawm

Zakah

Hajj

Jihad

Festival of Ashura

Spring Term 2

Creation,
Christianity and
Trinity

Christian theological
ideas on the Trinity
Scholar Larry Hurtado
Sociology of Religion:
Understanding Piety
in Practice
Beginnings of
Trinitarian thought
and practice

Islam -
Understanding
Revelation in Islam
Structure of the Quran
Islamic beliefs about
the Quran’s origins
Surah Al-Fatihah
Ramadan and
Revelation

Surah Al-Alag -
Revelation and
Creation

Hadith on

Hinduism

Key Conceptsin
Hinduism: Hindu
conceptions of the
soul and Hindu
celebrations.
Philosophical
concept of soul
rebirth

Karma and Caste
systems
Colonialism, post-
colonialism and

Theme B: Religion
and Life

Creation

The Big Bang
Evolution

Science and Religion
Pollution

Global Warming
Animal Rights
Abortion
Euthanasia

Revision
Revising content;
exam question
practice
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Mohammed traditions
Sunni and Shia
Similarities and
Differences
(Leadership and
Texts)

critiques

Scholars - Anastasia
Piliavsky, Nicholas
Dirks, Chakravorty
Spivak and Rahil Pate

Summer Term 1

Theism, Atheism and
the Problem of Evil
and Suffering

David Hume’s
Atheological
Argument

Alvin Plantiga’s Free
Will Defence
Theodicy (Leibniz)
Theology of Sin and
The Fall in Christianity
Christian Responses -
Genesis 3

Islamic Monotheism
Polytheism & the
context of
Mohammed’s
message — History
Tawhid and Shirk
Surah Ibrahim and
Surah As Saffat
Islamic Arabic Texts
Scholar Dr Timothy
Winter - Islam
interpretations

Summer Term 2

Resurrection and
Miracles: Christian
Examples and
Atheist Responses
Christian belief in the
resurrection
Persecution in the
Early Church

Plight of Christians’
pre-toleration
Philosophical
Arguments against
Miracles (Hume,
Mackie)

Abrahamic Faiths in
Comparison
Abraham/Ibrahim - Dr
Reuven Firestone
Islamic ideas of
Cosmology
Philosophical
Reflection — Al
Ghazali

Monotheism and
Creation
Disagreements — Al
Ghazali, Isa and Jesus
Trinity and Tawhid

Ethics and
Worldviews
History of Ethical
Thought: Characters
and categories

Eric Wielenberg's
Godless Normative
Realism Humanism
its beliefs, practices
and origins

The moral argument
for Theism

Theme D: Religion,
Peace and Conflict
Peace and Justice
Forgiveness and
Reconciliation
Violence and Protest
Terrorism

Reasons for War
Nuclear Weapons
Just War and Holy War
Pacifism

Victims of War

Theme E: Religion,
Crime and
Punishment

Crime

Good and Evil
Crime and Evil
Aims of Punishment
Suffering

Corporal Punishment
Prison

Capital Punishment
Forgiveness
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