
English Literature Text 1: Christmas Carol

Box One - Vocabulary Box Two - Vocabulary Box Three – Context Box Four - Context

Miser - Someone who loves money and is 
reluctant to spend it
Redemption - When someone makes
amends for the bad things they have done in 
their life
Gothic - A literary genre similar to horror

Symbol - When one thing represents another. 
E.g. an x is a symbol for wrong Workhouse - A 
place the poor were sent to live
Uncanny -A feature of the gothic in
which something familiar is made strange 
Pathetic Fallacy - When the weather reflects the 
mood of the scene.

Era – Written and set in the Victorian Era.
Geography – Set in London
Author – Written by Charles Dickens.
Class – The Victorian Era had a strict social 
hierarchy.
Women – The Victorian Era was a patriarchy.

Text specific –
•Poverty in the Victorian Era was a
serious problem.
•The Poor Law of 1834 established the 
workhouses in an attempt to help.
•Dickens had personal experience of
Poverty working in a factory as a child.

Box Five – Gothic Genre Box Six - Characters Box Seven - Characters Box Eight – Quotes

The Gothic is a genre that includes the 
following features:
•Powerful settings
•Conflict between good and evil
•The uncanny
•Innocent victims
•The supernatural
•Symbolic weather

•Symbolism of dark and light

Ebenezer Scrooge – The protagonist. A miser in 
need of redemption.
Jacob Marley – Scrooge's business
partner. Dead and returns as a ghost. 
Ghost of Christmas Past – The first ghost. A 
transient character with a flame on its head.
Ghost of Christmas Present – The
second ghost. A version of Father Christmas.

Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come – The final 
ghost to. A version of death.

Fan – Scrooge's sister. Fred's mother.
Belle – Scrooge's ex-fiancée.
Fred – Scrooge's nephew.
Bob Cratchit - Scrooge's employee. Tiny Tim's 
father.
Tiny Tim – Bob's son. 
Fezziwig - Scrooge's old boss.

'solitary as an oyster'
'Are there no prisons? Are there no 
workhouses'
'I wear the chain I forged in life’
'Another idol has displaced me’
 'could not hide the light'

Box Nine - Plot Box Ten - Plot Box Eleven – Plot Box Twelve – Quotes

• Scrooge is a miser. He treats his worker – 
Bob – badly, refuses to donate to charity 
and won't spend Christmas with his nephew 
– Fred.

• Scrooge is visited by the ghost of his old 
friend – Marley.

• Marley warns him that he needs to change 
his miserly ways or he will be punished 
forever in the afterlife.

• Scrooge is visited by the Ghost of Christmas 
Past.

• Scrooge is taken to see his lonely childhood; 
his generous old boss Fezziwig and his ex-
fiancée Belle.

• Scrooge is upset and attacks the ghost.
• Scrooge is visited by the Ghost of Christmas 

Present.
• Scrooge is taken to see Christmas 

celebrations including Bob and Freds.

• The Ghost of Present shows Scrooge 
Ignorance and Want.

• Scrooge is visited by the Ghost of Christmas 
Yet to Come.

• Scrooge is shown that after he dies, no one 
cares. He is also shown Tiny Tim has died 
because of him.

• Scrooge wakes up back on Christmas Day. He 
has changed and spends the day making 
amends for his poor behaviour.

'I will not shut out the lessons that they
teach'
'I am as happy as an angel'

'He knew how to keep Christmas well' 
'Darkness was cheap and Scrooge liked it' 
'Nobody said or thought it was at all a 
small pudding'
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Boxes One and Two Boxes Three and Four

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. If someone makes amends for their mistakes, what’s that 

called?
2. What is the name given to someone who loves money?
3. What does uncanny mean?
4. Explain what a workhouse is.
5. What do we call it when the weather reflects the mood of the 

scene?

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. Who wrote Christmas Carol?
2. Which era was Christmas Carol written in?
3. What was a significant problem in the Victorian Era?
4. What did Dickens have to do as a child?
5. What did Dickens childhood mean he had experience of?

Boxes Five and Six Boxes Seven and Eight

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. Name three features of the Gothic.
2. What is the full name of Christmas Carol’s protagonist?
3. Name two ghosts that visit Scrooge.
4. How are Scrooge and Marley connected?
5. What is the Ghost of Christmas Present a version of?

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. Who is Bob Cratchit?
2. What is Scrooge’s sister called?
3. Fill in the gaps in these quotes:

1. ‘Solitary as an….’
2. ‘I wear the …. I forged in life’
3. ‘Another…. Has displaced me’

Boxes Nine and Ten Boxes Eleven and Twelve

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. What warning does Marley give Scrooge?
2. How does Scrooge treat Bob at the start of the story?
3. What does the Ghost of Christmas Past show Scrooge?
4. How does Scrooge react to seeing his past?
5. What is the first thing the Ghost of Christmas Present shows 

Scrooge?

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. How do people react to Scrooge’s death?
2. What does the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come show about Tiny 

Tim?
3. Fill in the gaps in these quotes:

1. ‘I am as happy as an…’
2. Darkness was….and Scrooge liked it’
3. Nobody said or thought it was at all a small….’
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