
English Literature Text 3: Inspector Calls

Box One - Vocabulary Box Two - Vocabulary Box Three – Context Box Four - Context

Capitalism - A political system where people 
own property and companies with the aim of 
making their own money.
Socialism - A political system where property 
is shared and companies are owned by the 
government. Everyone works for the good of 
society as a whole.

Mouthpiece - When a character speaks for 
the author.
Foreshadowing -When something early in a
text hints at something later. 
Generational Divide - The differences 
between people of different ages.
Dramatic Irony - When the audience
knows more about what's going on than

the characters on stage.

• Inspector calls was written in 1946 but 
was set in 1912.

In 1912:
• World War I was 2 years away but was 

already looking likely.
• The Titanic sank
• There was a clear social hierarchy with a 

powerful upper-class

• Capitalism was dominant

In 1946:
•World War II had just ended.
•People wanted to change how the social
hierarchy worked.
•Socialism was growing.
J. B. Priestley:
•Was a socialist
•Campaigned to change how the lower

classes were treated

Box Five – Quotes Box Six - Characters Box Seven - Characters Box Eight - Quotes

'Girls of that class'
'I was in that state where a chap easily
turns nasty'
'Fire and blood and anguish’ 
'We all helped to kill her'

Mr Arthur Birling – An upper middle-class 
man in his 50s.
Mrs Sybil Birling – An upper-class woman
in her 50s.
Sheila Birling – A young woman in her early
20s.
Eric Birling – A young man in his early 20s.

Gerald Croft – A man of about 30. Sheila's 
fiancé.
Inspector Goole – A police officer.
Eva Smith/Daisy Renton – A young working 
class woman who has committed suicide. 
Edna – The Birling's servant.

'Unsinkable, totally unsinkable’ 

'Lower costs and higher prices’ 

'Like bees in a hive'
'These girls aren't cheap labour, they're 
people'

Box Nine - Plot Box Ten - Plot Box Eleven – Plot Box Twelve – Plot

• The Birlings are celebrating Sheila and 
Gerald's engagement.

• The Inspector arrives investigating the 
suicide of Eva Smith.

• Mr Birling reveals that he fired Eva Smith 
from his factory for asking for a pay rise.

• Next, Eva got a job at a shop called 
Milwards.

• Sheila got Eva fired from Milwards 
because she was angry and jealous of how 
pretty Eva was.

• Gerald met Eva in a bar and started an 
affair with her. At this time, she called 
herself Daisy Renton.

• Gerald breaks up with Eva.

• Eva meets Eric in a bar.
• Eric is very drunk and forces Eva into a 

relationship which gets Eva pregnant.
• Eva goes to Mrs Birling's charity for help 

after leaving Eric.
• Mrs Birling refuses help which leads Eva to 

commit suicide.
• The Inspector leaves.

• The Birlings are split. Sheila and Eric take 
responsibility. Mr and Mrs Birling don't.

• Gerald proves The Inspector wasn't really 
from the police and that no girl has 
committed suicide which leads Mr and 
Mrs Birling to think the whole thing is a 
joke.

• The phone rings and it's revealed a girl 
now has committed suicide and an 
Inspector is on the way.
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Boxes One and Two Boxes Three and Four

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. In which system do people mainly aim to make money?
2. Define socialism.
3. What is the word for when something early in a text hints 

at something later?
4. Which phrase mean the difference in people’s ages?
5. Define dramatic irony.

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. When was Inspector Calls written?
2. When was Inspector Calls set?
3. What ship sank in 1912?
4. Give one historical event from 1946.
5. What did Priestley campaign for?

Boxes Five and Six Boxes Seven and Eight

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. Fill in the blanks:

1. ‘….of that…’
2. ‘I was in that….where a….easily turns….’

2. Which two characters are in their 50s?
3. What class is Mr Birling?
4. How old is Eric?

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. What is the police officer’s name?
2. What is Edna’s job?
3. How is Gerald connected to Sheila?
4. Fill in the blanks:

1. ‘….totally….’
2. ‘like….in a….’

Boxes Nine and Ten Boxes Eleven and Twelve

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. What are the Birling’s celebrating?
2. Where was Eva’s second job?
3. Who got Eva fired?
4. Where did Gerald meet Eva?
5. What name does Eva use when she meets Gerald?

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. Where does Eric meet Eva?
2. Which character runs a charity?
3. What does Eva do after seeing Mrs Birling?
4. Who does take responsibility?
5. What is said in the final phone call?
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