
English Unit 1: Storytelling

Box One - Vocabulary Box Two - Vocabulary Box Three – Context Box Four - Context

Archetype - A recognisable type 
of character
Protagonist - The main character
Cunning - Intelligent in a sneaky way 
Inference - What you think based on 
the evidence
Quest Narrative - A story with
four parts: the call, the journey, the final
ordeal, the resolution

Xenia - The Greek name for having 
someone as a guest 
Hubris - Excessive, foolish confidence
Cliffhanger – An ending which doesn’t 
resolve the main event
Epic Poem - A long poem normally 
written in verse
Moral - Right and wrong

Era – Written and set in Ancient 
Greece.
Geography – Set in Greece.
Author – Written by Homer.
Class – There was a strict social hierarchy.
Women – Ancient Greece was a 
patriarchy. Women had less power than 
men.

Text specific – The story is set at the end 
of The Trojan War - a big battle between 
the Greeks and Sparta. Odysseus was a 
Greek king.
Literature at the time – Stories at the 
time were told out loud rather than read. 
This is called the oral tradition.
Genre – The Odyssey is an epic poem AND
a quest narrative.

Box Five - Structure Box Six - Structure Box Seven - Characters Box Eight - Characters

Most texts have the following structure
called Freytag’s pyramid.
• Exposition – The background

information that helps understand the
story.

• Rising action - Events building to the
climax

Climax – The most exciting part of the 
story 
Falling Action – Events that start to 
resolve 
Resolution – The completion of the main 
storylines

Gilgamesh – The main character of the 
Epic of Gilgamesh. A powerful king.
Enkidu – Gilgamesh's best friend.
Odysseus – A Greek king. The protagonist
of The Odyssey.
Penelope – Odysseus' wife.
Telemachus – Odysseus' son.

Circe – A powerful witch who falls in 
love with Odysseus.
Calypso – A nymph who falls in love with
Odysseus.
Polyphemus – A cyclops. Poseidon's son.
Poseidon – The God of the sea.
Athena – Goddess of wisdom and battle.

Box Nine - Plot Box Ten - Plot Box Eleven – Literary Techniques Box Twelve – Character Archetypes

1. Odysseus is travelling home from 
the Trojan War.

2. Odysseus and his men are shipwrecked
with the lotus eaters

3. Polyphemus captures the men and 
is blinded when they escape

4. Polyphemus curses Odysseus
5. Odysseus is given the bag of winds

6. The bag of winds is opened and 
sends the men to a land of giants.
7. The men are trapped on Circe's island.
8. Odysseus goes to the underworld to find
out how to get home.
9.The men brave sea monsters to get 

home.
10. Odysseus fights off the men who have
invaded his home and reclaims his throne.

Noun – A name – a person, place or 
thing 

Verb – An action – a doing/being word 
Adjective – A word that describes 
Adverb – Words that describe nouns – 
often end in -ly
Pronoun – A word that replaces a noun.

Hero – Strong, brave characters.
Wicked Temptress - Women who use their
beauty to manipulate men.
Long Suffering Wife – A woman who stays
loyal to her husband through 
hardship. 
Monster – Ugly, evil and inhuman 
creatures.
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English Unit 1: Storytelling English

Boxes One and Two Boxes Three and Four

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. What adjective means intelligent in a sneaky way?
2. Which noun means what you think based on the evidence?
3. What do you call a recognizable type of character?
4. If a story ends without resolving the situation, that’s called what?
5. What do we call a long poem written in verse?

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. Where is The Odyssey set?
2. What do we call a society where women have less power?
3. What two genres do we link to The Odyssey?
4. Who wrote The Odyssey?
5. The strict rules about who belongs where is called a social what?

Boxes Five and Six Boxes Seven and Eight

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. What is the structure of most texts called?
2. What do we call the most exciting part of the story?
3. What do we call the background information that helps us 

understand a story?
4. When events start to resolve we call this the what?
5. What do we call the completion of the main story lines?

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. Who is Odysseus’ wife?
2. What powerful king is the main character of the Epic of Gilgamesh?
3. Who is Gilgamesh’s best friend?
4. Who is Odysseus son?
5. Which God is the God of the Sea?

Boxes Nine and Ten Boxes Eleven and Twelve

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. Where is Odysseus travelling from at the start of The Odyssey?
2. Who are the first people Odysseus and his men are shipwrecked 

with?
3. Who curses Odysseus?
4. Where are the men trapped?
5. What does Odysseus do at the end of the story?

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. What is noun?
2. What is a verb?
3. Which archetype is strong and brave?
4. Which archetype is a woman who uses her beauty to manipulate 

men?
5. Which archetype is ugly and inhuman?
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