
English Unit 1: Sherlock Holmes

Box One - Vocabulary Box Two - Vocabulary Box Three – Context Box Four - Context

Scandal - When someone famous 
or important does something 
immoral. Compromised - When 
someone's reputation is hurt or 
damaged.
Deduction - Conclusions based 
on evidence.
Periodical - A magazine published at
regular intervals.

Introspective – Thinking deeply.

Tenor – The thing being described 
in a metaphor.
Vehicle – The thing the tenor is compared 
to.
Ground – What the tenor and vehicle 
have in common.
Overview – Overall answer to the
question.

Era – Victorian Era.
Geography – Set in London, England.
Author – Arthur Conan Doyle.
Class – There was a strict social hierarchy
with upper, middle and lower classes.
Women – The Victorian Era was 
patriarchal.
Men had more power than women.

Text specific – The first police force was 
created at the start of the Victorian Era. 
Solving crimes was hard because people 
didn't have science to help.
Literature at the time – Many texts 
were published as periodicals.
Genre – Detective fiction

Box Five - Structure Box Six - Structure Box Seven - Characters Box Eight - Characters

Most texts have the following structure:
• Exposition
• Rising Action
• Climax
• Falling Action
• Resolution

Conan Doyle's stories have:
• Interview with victim (exposition)
• Gathering of clues (rising action)
• Confrontation of criminal (climax)
• Holmes’ explanation of solution 

(combination of falling action 
and resolution)

Sherlock Holmes – A consulting 
detective. He is incredibly intelligent. He 
has strong powers of observation. This 
leads him to make deductions about 
people and crimes. 

Dr John Watson – A doctor. Holmes' 
friend and house mate. He assists 
Holmes in solving crimes.

Irene Adler – An opera singer. She has a 
relationship with the King of Bohemia. 
Intelligent and cunning, she impresses 
Holmes enough that he gains new 
respect for women in general.
King of Bohemia – Holmes' client. He is
being blackmailed by Irene Adler.

Box Nine - Plot Box Ten - Plot Box Eleven – Literary Techniques Box Twelve – Character Archetypes

1. Holmes is hired by the King of 
Bohemia.

2. The King is being blackmailed by 
Irene Adler.

3. The King needs Holmes to get back 
a photo Irene has.

4. Holmes disguises himself to follow
Irene Adler.

5. Holmes tricks his way into Irene 
Adler's house by pretending to be 
injured.
6. Irene Adler figures out what has
happened.
7. Irene Adler leaves the country.
8. Holmes is impressed by Irene.

Verb – An action – a doing/being 
word Adjective – A word that 
describes 

Adverb – Words that describe nouns 
– often end in -ly
Pronoun – A word that replaces a noun. 
Metaphor – When one thing is described 
as being something else.

Detective – An unusually clever person. 
They spot clues other people wouldn't. 

Side-kick – Supports the protagonist. 
More similar to the audience.
Femme fatale – A beautiful and 
mysterious woman who uses cunning 
to lead men into traps.
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English Unit 1: Sherlock Holmes English

Boxes One and Two Boxes Three and Four

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. What is it called when someone famous or important does 

something immoral?
2. What is the name for the thing being described in a metaphor?
3. What is the name for the thing the tenor is compared to?
4. What is the word for what the tenor and the vehicle have in 

common?
5. What is an overview?

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. What era were Sherlock Holmes stories written in?
2. Where is Sherlock Holmes set?
3. Who wrote Sherlock Holmes?
4. What genre is Sherlock Holmes?
5. Who had more power at this time, men or women?

Boxes Five and Six Boxes Seven and Eight

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. What are the five parts of a narrative structure?
2. What happens in the exposition of a detective story?
3. In what part of the story are clues gathered?
4. What happens in the climax of the detective story?
5. In which section does Holmes explain the solution?

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. What is Sherlock Holmes's job?
2. What is Watson's job?
3. Who assists Holmes in solving crime?
4. What is Irene Adler's job?
5. How is the King of Boehmia connected to Holmes?

Boxes Nine and Ten Boxes Eleven and Twelve

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. Who hires Holmes?
2. Who is blackmailing the king?
3. What does Holmes need to ge t back?
4. How does Holmes trick his way into Irene's house?
5. What does Irene do at the end of the story?

Quiz questions to complete in box 5 of prep book
1. What is the name for an action?
2. What is the name for a describing word?
3. Which words typically end in –ly?
4. What is a metaphor?
5. Who does the side kick support?
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